
Pastoral Council Minutes 

July 16, 2020, 6:00 pm via Zoom 

Present:  Chet Przybylski, Paul Peterson (Chair), Father Steve Brice, Deacon Rick Letto, Bill Fehrenbach, 

Ginny Williams, Justine Brilowski, Bob Ostrowski, Joanna Slattery, Vern Schroth, David Rosenthal, Susan 

Zach (secretary) 

 

I. Opening Prayer to End Racism 

II.  Welcome  

A. New members, Chet Przybylski and Dave Rosenthal, and returning member, Susan Zach 

B. Update on Mary Ann Krems (Susan, Ginny) 

C. Condolences to Bob on the loss of his wife, Marge 

D. Pastoral Appointee Update – Father will call several people that council members have 

suggested  

III. Minutes – approved with two changes to the budget 

IV. Catholic Come-back 

A. Sunday Masses – basic pieces are in place. Hours of planning by compliance manager, 

Chris Przybylski, have led to smooth transition to in-person Masses. Council members 

wish to thank Chris with a gift certificate to restaurant, Matsuya. 

B. Challenges 

a. Daily Mass when construction is finished in August. System of cleaning needs to be 

considered. 

b. First Communions – 7 families each service, some do not wish to wear masks, Father 

Steve has thought about this but is requesting that all people wear masks based on 

science and care for each other. 

C. Summary of parish’s financial position 

a. 69K income for June, ahead of May. 81,000 budgeted, came in 12,000 under budget 

$24,916 sent to Diocesan Appeal from our checking. 

Total expenses were over revenue by $ 5,000. 

April and May, PPP loan/grant went into our checking. 

Balance in checking 70,000 + 

Father Steve spoke to the tremendous support despite the pandemic 

In fall we should let parish know more about the Diocesan Appeal, that it is an 

assessment to our parish. Bob offered to help get the word out. 

b. Building project – work is well ahead of schedule which affects our cash flow plans. 

Some people are paying ahead on pledges, some unexpected large donations. Will 

postpone the work on the back entrance, and Ellis Construction will allow us to 

defer some of our final payments. 

Sound system - $ 37,000 for speakers; remainder for up-grading the sound system 

itself and video cameras. 

D. Mood/spirit of the parish 

Ginny, Bob stated that people are saying how good it is to see each other again.  

Financial contributions are an indication of the mood. (Bob) 



Father’s Ponderings, bulletins have been key in keeping people a part of the parish 

community. 

People over 65 encouraged to stay home, in accordance with the Bishop’s guidance; if 

they come, they can stay. Home Communion ministers cannot go to people’s homes 

because of risks to health. Communion is seen not in isolation but in the context of 

Mass, so people are asked to fast for now. People must wear masks and would be 

turned away. 

 

V. Mission Statement and Action Plan of Social Justice Ad Hoc Subcommittee on Racism  

(Deacon Rick) 

A. Subcommittee’s statement was presented to the Social Justice Committee 

Mission Statement: “recognizing and encouraging change in systems that deny…” 

Action Plan: Father has gotten 4 comments from parishioners who think we as a parish 

are getting too political with our signs. He will be speaking to them. 

Pope Pius VI – “If we want peace, work for justice.” 

One parishioner is not in favor of protests, person would like to see parish address 

abortion as strongly (Justine). Father Steve has replied to similar concerns with finding 

common ground rather than getting caught in the political. Social Justice – respect for 

life is part of our Catholic teachings and can be addressed in the future. In October or 

January – will parish go public on the abortion issue?  

150 signs have been picked up and placed in yards. 

Electric marquee – for all sorts of messages, news, including social justice but not 

limited to. Reserve and High Street corner. Very visible to UWSP students. Quite large, 

might look out of place. Not sure about electronic sign (Bill). Anonymous donor will pay 

for the sign (Justine). St. Anne’s in Wausau, Father reported that sign can provide lots of 

useful information. Design and location Come back with a proposal more in line with the 

design of the church, zoning requirements, marquees on Division Street. 

Listening sessions on race – ask local people of color to share their stories about racism. 

Zoom, August 18, Black experience in Stevens Point, Bob Wolensky will moderate. 

Small group series – Julie Meadows on the pastoral letter, Open Wide Our Hearts, 

Liturgical Press. 6 weeks, beginning in August. 4 leaders have volunteered. Via Zoom 

possibly. 

Peaceful protest – carrying Holy Spirit signs. Representing the parish is the question? 

Trouble-makers hijacking. Father asked each council member for their thoughts; we 

should not avoid issues because they are uncomfortable. When good people do 

nothing… 

Father’s sermons on this issue and others are important.  

Encouraging ourselves and others to learn, open our hearts, walk rather than run (Bob) 

Consensus around listening sessions, small groups, small group around the PO in the 

name of Holy Spirit. Hold on the electronic sign until we get more information. 

 

VI. Recognition of the Sisters of St. Joseph 

Father Steve approaching parishioners about supporting the sisters’ retirement fund.   



Permanent recognition on parish grounds since they taught in our school. Name a room 

after the order? Collect memories parishioners have of their time spent with the sisters. 

Sunday meals catered by Michelle’s at the Convent until all have left in early August. 

Special collection? Father Steve will speak with Sister Michelle about their retirement fund 

and how our parish might best help. 

 

VII. Next meetings August 20, 2020 

                         September 17, 2020 

 

VIII. Closing prayer and adjourn 

 


